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Weaver's textbook--now in a 3rd edition--has been widely used in teacher training courses for over 20 years:  http://www.heinemann.com/
products/E00377.aspx 

It is one of several popular textbooks advocating the use of "whole language" reading instruction.  Its recommendations for teachers are at odds 
with those of the National Reading Council's 1998 report on preventing reading difficulties in young children and the National Reading Panel's  
2000 synthesis of the literature pertaining to reading instruction.   

About 40% of children will not learn to read without explicit reading instruction and the use of phonics--a view adamantly opposed by whole-
language enthusiasts.   

Whole language is probably the single most important reason that schools in TN and other states have failed to improve early reading despite 
decades of effort.  In CA, for example, whole language was virtually outlawed after the state's reading scores dropped to among the lowest in the
country: 
http://www.theatlantic.com/past/docs/issues/97nov/read.htm 

Despite authoritative findings to the contrary, whole language and its offspring, "balanced" literacy, are still widely advocated by teacher 
educators.  For example, see Big Brother and the National Reading Curriculum, How Ideology Trumped Evidence edited by Professor Richard 
Allington of the University of Tennessee. http://www.heinemann.com/products/E00513.aspx 
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With occasional exceptions, most of the highlighting below simply points to the blatant political and ideological nature of the discussion.  
Weaver's textbook is written for undergraduate and graduate students who are learning how to teach children to read.
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The core idea of this methodology is that children will learn to read on their own with sufficient exposure to print. 
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Sweet's view has been corroborated many times, most notably by the National Reading Panel in 2000. 
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This book is based on Engelmann's Direct Instruction--created in the late sixties.  It has been used successfully by parents and homschoolers for 
decades.  At this point in the history of education, DI may be the most well supported teaching methodology ever developed. 
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Professor Groff is a long standing member of the Education Consumers Foundation's network of educational consultants.



1

2

3



Page: 5
Number: 1 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 8:35:48 AM 

Number: 2 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 8:36:36 AM 

Number: 3 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 8:37:45 AM 



1

2



Page: 6
Number: 1 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 8:47:20 AM 

Number: 2 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 8:48:51 AM 



1

2

3



Page: 7
Number: 1 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 8:50:12 AM 

Number: 2 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 8:51:13 AM 

Number: 3 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 8:52:01 AM 



1



Page: 8
Number: 1 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 8:54:59 AM 



1



Page: 9
Number: 1 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 9:06:17 AM 
Professor Richard Allington at the University of Tennessee is one of the foremost exponents of this viewpoint.
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The discussion in this section unequivocally condemns the very type of teaching practices that were most recently used to such positive effect in 
the Elgin Foundation's " "Break the Cycle" initiative.
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The derogatory statements found in this section can only be described as whole-language apologetics unsupported by any credible science.
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Overwhelming empirical evidence supports Adams' view.  Training of the sort that Adams describes is precisely what virtually every present-day 
reading reform group in TN and nationwide recognizes as a top priority.





1

2

3



Page: 14
Number: 1 Author: Administrator Subject: Highlight Date: 4/25/2012 9:40:58 AM 
Although beyond the present discussion, there is legitimate concern about achievement gains beyond the primary grades even with students 
who have mastered reading.  The acquisition of reading skills cannot work to the maximum benefit of students without an upgraded curriculum 
in upper elementary and subsequent grades.  
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Gersten and Keating's report found that even though DI substantially improved reading skills, academic tools alone did not prevent a substantial 
number of students from dropping out: 
http://www.ascd.org/ASCD/pdf/journals/ed_lead/el_198703_gersten.pdf 
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Again, the discussion veers into whole-language apologetics.
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More apologetics
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It is true that whole-language proponents generally favor subjective, holistic forms of assessment.  Objective assessments are relied on 
selectively.
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In the remaining 20 pages of Chapter 7, Weaver discusses 8 selected studies that she believes support the validity and efficacy of a whole 
language approach to early literacy.  This material is readily available in libraries or through online sources.  The final paragraph of the chapter 
appears to summarize Weaver's overall assessment of whole-language as a tool for teaching and offer some concession to reality: 

"The moral of the story is that we should not expect whole language classrooms to immediately succeed in producing entire classrooms of 
children who can read, write, compute, and reason perfectly; but we can and do expect that whole language classrooms will generate continued 
learning and enhanced self-esteem and pleasure in learning.  And if some learners still need more support or more time than one classroom 
teacher can provide, we should not be surprised."




