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From left, Abby Daniel, East Middle School Student 

Council president, Principal Debbie Edens and Bradley 

Holmes, National Junior Honor Society president, 

display the banner the school received after receiving 

the Value Added Achievement Award.

–Staff Photo by Chris Barstad
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The East Middle School community had reason to celebrate on Friday when Principal Debbie Edens was presented with 

the Value-Added Achievement Award by the Education Consumers Foundation (ECF).

Every year, ECF selects 18 elementary and middle school principals to receive its Value-Added Achievement Awards 

based on the most important school measurement available: Learning gains across the entire student body, as 

measured by Tennessee’s Value-Added Assessment System (TVAAS). TVAAS measures achievement gain in a way 

that permits schools to be compared regardless of the makeup of the student body. Schools whose students make the 

greatest annual gains in achievement earn the highest value-added scores; superior school-wide performance reflects 

superior teaching, teamwork, and leadership. The winning principals each receive a certificate, a banner and a cash 

award: $3,000 for first place, $2,000 for second place, and $1,000 for third place.

“Ms. Edens and her staff have done an excellent job in helping their students learn,” said Commissioner of Education 

Kevin Huffman. “Their record of performance attests to the hard work and dedication of the principals, teachers, 

students, and parents.”

East Middle School is one of the state’s top performers on TVAAS, ranking 19th in the state among 539 K-8 and middle 

schools, and is the second-place winner of the Value-Added Achievement Awards among K-8 and middle schools in 

Middle Tennessee.

According to Dr. J.E. Stone, president of the Education 

Consumers Foundation, “The leadership shown by 

principals like Debbie Edens is remarkable; it illustrates 

what can be accomplished regardless of the wealth or 

poverty of the student body.

Last week’s award presentation marks the first time East 

Middle School has been the recipient of the prize, which 

Edens called, “a highlight of my professional career.”

Although the award was presented to the principal, Edens 

was quick to point out that the accomplishments that led to 

the recognition were the result of the efforts of the entire 

school community.

“It’s all because of student achievement and how hard our 

teachers work,” Edens said. “We’ve got the hardest-working 

teachers anywhere… We’re very appreciative of the 

support of parents, students and administrators. We really 

believe in setting higher expectations and it takes a lot of 

support to hold children accountable to those expectations.”

“We are proud to see Debbie Edens and the staff of East Middle School being recognized for their dedication and hard 

work,” said Tullahoma Director of Schools Dr. Dan Lawson. “They have created a learning culture in which every student 

is able to reach their potential. While the school’s value-added performance is among the best in Tennessee, we are 

equally confident that the physical, social and emotional needs of the students are also of critical importance, and East 

Middle School’s superior performance clearly demonstrates that they are doing an exceptional job in serving their 

students.”

According to the website of the non-profit ECF, it began The Tennessee Project two years ago, and has collected and 

analyzed value-added data from the Tennessee Value-Added Assessment system (TVAAS), the most sophisticated 

value-added system in the country. The Foundation has used that data to identify and reward effective school leaders, 
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help consumers determine how effective their local schools are, uncover information on the relationship between poverty 

and effectiveness, and identify practices common to effective schools.
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